
CHIEF OF ARMY’S MESSAGE

I believe that the Army has won a special place in the hearts of our fellow
citizens by dint of sacrifice and long service to this country. Indeed, many feel
that the Australian nation was forged through the efforts of our soldiers at
Gallipoli and on the Western Front during the First World War. Every member
of today’s Army is an heir and a custodian of this legacy, which bestows on us
great honour and at the same time bequeaths an awesome responsibility.

Although times and technology have changed, the fundamental mission of the
Australian Army remains fixed, enduring and inviolable: it is to win the land
battle, defeat our enemies and safeguard the interests of the nation and the lives
of our people. The Army is sustained by the Australian people. This entails
sacrifice on their part and, in turn, imposes a professional obligation on all
Army personnel. Our part in this unique social contract is to provide a potent
and disciplined force that is capable of engaging in operations across the
spectrum of conflict. The Army can only retain the trust of the Australian people
and the Government through its professional mastery of the art of war and its
readiness to support peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
operations.

To carry out these tasks effectively, we must be multiskilled, well trained and
doctrinally prepared. Our skills must be second to none, honed for combat but
adapted for peace. As a small force we need to have a knowledge edge over
potential adversaries. Good doctrine is a vital element in providing these
capabilities. It is a truism of soldiering that ‘as you train, so you fight’. Good
doctrine provides the philosophical and intellectual framework that permits the
Australian Army to capitalise on the matchless qualities of its soldiers:
initiative; toughness; courage; and loyalty to their mates, their units and their
country. Without good doctrine, these qualities cannot be harnessed in the
national interest.

We live in an era of unprecedented change, which is taking place in an
increasingly unstable region. For this reason doctrine should never be the sterile
product of textbook learning. It must encapsulate the collective wisdom and
experience of our most able practitioners. Good doctrine is dynamic and
constantly evolving; it draws from the past to inform the future. It builds on the
hard lessons learnt by our forebears from ANZAC right through to Somalia and
East Timor. Some of these lessons have been inscribed in blood. But an army
cannot be a preservation society. The pages of history are littered with the relics
of armies that have failed to adapt to changes in the nature of war. Armies that
cling to outmoded doctrine embrace defeat.
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This 2002 edition of Land Warfare Doctrine 1: The Fundamentals of Land Warfare
(LWD 1) provides the Australian Army with the doctrine it needs to navigate
safely the shoals of conflict in a new century. It draws on the feats of arms of our
illustrious predecessors, but it also is unambiguously forward-looking. LWD 1
represents ‘world’s best practice’ in strategic thinking about land power. It
provides relevant doctrine for the future conduct of land operations that the
Army will be expected to carry out in partnership with the Navy and Air Force,
as well as with friends and allies. The Army’s land forces must be highly mobile,
well prepared and able to manoeuvre effectively in a littoral environment.
Above all, we must never forget that superior leadership and people skills are
the best guarantees of battlespace success.

LWD 1, 2002, is the first major keystone statement of the Australian Army’s
doctrine for the challenges of our second century. It must be studied and
digested by all ranks. It is not, however, the final word on land warfare but
rather a starting point for vigorous intellectual debate at all levels of the Army. I
commend this publication to you. We must all achieve professional mastery
over the fundamentals of land warfare.

P.J. Cosgrove
Lieutenant General

Chief of Army
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